EXCEPTIONAL
NUTRITION

Dogs Are Amazing,
and That’s a Fact

From nose to tail, dogs are
downright incredible! Whether
they're sniffing out diseases,
decoding human emotions, or
aligning their potty breaks with

the Earth’s magnetic field (yes,
really), our furry friends are
full of surprises. Here are some
paws-itively amazing facts that
will make you appreciate dogs
even more.

1. Ever EAR of multitasking?

Dog ears come in all shapes and sizes, but did you
know the shape actually affects their hearing?
Dogs with upright ears, like German Shepherds,
hear better than their floppy-eared friends, like
Bassets. Floppy ears are nevertheless amazing,
because scent hounds use their long ears to funnel
smells toward their nose, helping them track better.
What's even more, dogs use their ears to speak. With
18 independent muscles, ear movements are an
important part of their non-verbal communication.

2. The nose knows no-nos

Your dog’s nose is a superpower. With between
125 and 300 million scent receptors (compared to
our measly 5 million), they can detect smells in
microscopic concentrations. That’s why dogs can
sniff out diseases like cancer, diabetes, and even
COVID-19! They can also smell emotional changes—
like stress or fear—making them incredible therapy
and service animals.

3. More than just magnetic personalities

Dogs can sense the Earth’s magnetic field—and
they even prefer to poop along the north-south axis.

This sense is likely linked to cryptochrome 1, a light-
sensitive molecule in dogs’ eyes that reacts to the
magnetic field. That means when your dog is taking
forever to find the “perfect spot,” they might just be
calibrating their internal compass.

4. Look into my puppy-dog eyes

Ever get lost in those big, soulful dog eyes? It turns
out, dogs evolved expressive eyebrows specifically
to communicate with humans. Unlike their wolf
ancestors, dogs developed more facial muscles to
better express emotions—like the irresistible “sad
puppy” look. And here’s another eye-opening fact:
dogs don’t see in black and white! While they are
colourblind to reds and greens, they do see the world
in shades of yellow and blue.

5. Staying cool is im-paw-tant!

Dogs don’t sweat like we do. While they have sweat
glands, most of them release pheromones, not
moisture. The only cooling sweat glands they have
are on their paws. That’s why panting is their go-to
cooling strategy. So, next time you're melting in the
summer heat, remember—your pup feels it too! Hot
pavement can burn their sensitive paws, so test the
ground with your hand before heading out.
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6. Something smells funny

Ever wondered why your dog rolls in the stinkiest
thing they can find? While we see it as gross, dogs
see it as a way to show off. Wild dogs would roll
in different smells to either disguise their scent
from prey or to brag about where they've been.
So, next time your dog rolls in something foul,
they're not being naughty—they're just trying to
impress you with their travel stories.

7. That's about the size of it

From pint-sized Yorkies to towering Great Danes,
dogs come in an incredible range of sizes. The
smallest dog in the world is a tiny, 1kg Chihuahua
named Milly, who stands just 10 cm tall! On the
other end of the spectrum, the heaviest dog ever
recorded was Zorba, an English Mastiff who
weighed a whopping 156.5 kg, and the tallest
was Giant George, a Great Dane with a shoulder-
height of 99.6 cm.

Dogs are fascinating, talented, and full of
surprises. Whether theyre using their nose to
detect diseases, their ears to track scents, or their
eyes to read our emotions, one thing’s for sure:
life is better with a dog!




